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California History-Social Science Content Standards


Standard 12.2 - Students evaluate and take and defend positions on the scope and limits of rights and obligations as democratic citizens, the relationships among them, and how they are secured. 

How Global Issues in Context supports the standard:
Successful democracies rely on informed and involved citizens. In some democratic countries, this means that adults are required to serve the nation. To meet this content standard, classroom teachers may have students examine the obligations of citizens in democratic countries around the world and decide whether these practices should be adopted in the United States. For example, teachers may have students research and evaluate compulsory voting in Australia or the mandatory military service requirement in South Korea. Global Issues in Context allows students to evaluate these civic responsibilities from more than a U.S.-centric position with content local to countries around the globe. Through this study, Global Issues in Context helps students learn about their role in a living democracy.

Related issue portals in Global Issues in Context:

· Elections and Voters’ Rights

· Free Speech

· Human Rights

· Access to Health Care

Related country portals in Global Issues in Context:
· Australia

· South Korea
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California History-Social Science Content Standards

Standard 12.6 - Students evaluate issues regarding campaigns for national, state, and local elective offices. 

How Global Issues in Context supports the standard:
The U.S. presidential candidates have campaigned both domestically and abroad as the election for President of the United States becomes a contest to choose not only the next leader of our country but one of the world’s most powerful dignitaries. Students know what issues matter at home, but what issues are most important to their peers abroad? Global Issues in Context has an in-depth issue page specifically dedicated to the upcoming election, as well as additional pages on the most important issues domestically and abroad. Media reports inundate students with the U.S. perspective; teachers can use Global Issues in Context to provide international perspectives on the election. Students can explore the impact the winner will have on the war in Iraq, the global financial crisis, and relations with Iran and North Korea, for example. 

Related issue portal in Global Issues in Context:

· 2008 U.S. Presidential Election

California Science Content Standards – Earth Sciences


Standard 8 - Life has changed Earth’s atmosphere, and changes in the atmosphere affect conditions for life.

How Global Issues in Context supports the standard:
Most scientists agree that climate change is due, in large part, to man-made phenomena. Today’s students will be required to understand the human impact on the environment and sustainable energy sources for the future. Global Issues in Context not only addresses current trends in renewable energy but the political and environmental issues associated with them. The database addresses issues such as the impact of biofuel on food prices and world hunger, nuclear energy, and sustainable design. Teachers may bring exploration of these topics to the classroom by having students work in groups to debate which of the next generation energies are economically and politically viable for environmental sustainability. 

Related issue portals in Global Issues in Context:

· Globalization

· Sustainability
· Energy Efficiency
· Environmental Issues Protests

· Biofuel Impact on Food Prices and World Hunger

· Nuclear Energy


California English Language Arts Content Standards – Listening & Speaking Standard

Standard 1.2 - Analyze the impact of the media on the democratic process (e.g., exerting influence on elections, creating images of leaders, shaping attitudes) at the local, state, and national levels. 

How Global Issues in Context supports the standard:
We live in an age where the media is omnipresent. Politicians are never out of the camera’s eye, celebrities are favorite targets for Internet video sites, and even religious figures are not immune from fervent bloggers. Teachers can have their students explore the rise of the Web 2.0 culture and the impact that this level of media coverage has had on the democratic process. When these discussions occur in the classroom, Global Issues in Context can be used for in-depth coverage of the issue and extend students’ critical thinking skills. Global Issues in Context covers all of the relevant issues surrounding this standard from the rise of the blogosphere, the Muhammad cartoon controversy, and more. Beyond Global Issues in Context’s extensive issue pages are country pages that explore another side of this standard. Even in the age of instant access to information, some societies still live under regimes of state controlled media. For these countries, students can explore Internet censorship and Global Issues in Context’s statistics on quality of life. 

Related portals in Global Issues in Context:

· Journalism and the Blogosphere

· Country-specific portal pages

California Historical and Social Science Analysis Skills (6th-8th Grades)


Standard Skill 3 - Students use a variety of maps and documents to identify physical and cultural features of neighborhoods, cities, states, and countries and to explain the historical migration of people, expansion and disintegration of empires, and the growth of economic systems.

How Global Issues in Context supports the standard:
The borders that define and outline nations on a map also can be used as a tool for understanding the people and cultures within a nation. Information in Global Issues in Context is presented in a variety of formats including a map-based country finder and issue browse. The interactive map component of Global Issues in Context allows students to better understand why there is tension between India and Pakistan, water issues in Africa, and the shrinking rainforests of South America. Teachers can use the stunning visuals to drive home a point about environmental policy, conflict regions, and the plight of refugees. 

Related issue portals in Global Issues in Context:

· Refugees

· Water Rights
· Deforestation

Related country portals in Global Issues in Context:
· India
· Pakistan







