Colorado Model Content Standards – Economics
STANDARD 1:  Students understand that because of the condition of scarcity, decisions must be made about the use of scarce resources. 

Related GIC Issue Portals:

Energy Efficiency

Global Warming

Emissions Trading

Mapping the Standard to GIC: 

The foundational economic principle of scarcity comes alive in GIC by allowing students to see tangible, current, examples of this abstract principle. Students can do more than simply doing a keyword search for “global warming.”  Rather they can browse the energy efficiency, global warming or emissions trading issue portals and be presented with information that illustrates the trade-offs between our current consumption levels and environmental quality.  Teachers can use this information to discuss opportunity costs, effective use of resources and economic incentives.

Appropriate for grades 6-12

Colorado Model Content Standards – Civics

STANDARD 3.3:  Students understand the domestic and foreign policy influence the United States has on other nations and how the actions of other nations influence politics and society of the United States.
Related GIC Issue Portals:

Iraq War

Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
North Korea: Nuclear And Missile Programs
Nuclear Proliferation

Mapping the Standard to GIC:

The actions of one nation can affect the safety and well being of people in nations around the globe.  GIC provides a glimpse of just how interconnected we are.  Using GIC, students will explore topics such as why the development of a nuclear energy program in North Korea has the spurned the interest of the U.S. on the nuclear proliferation issues page, how interactions between Palestine and Israel can affect the price we pay for goods and services here in the US. Teachers can use GIC to inform students about current US foreign affairs, have students take stances on issues, and draw conclusions about future policy changes. 

Appropriate for grades 9-12

Colorado Model Content Standards – Geography

STANDARD 1.3:  1.3 Students know how to analyze the dynamic spatial organization of people, places, and environments.
Related GIC Country Portals:

India

Pakistan
Related GIC Issue Portals:

Water Rights

Deforestation
Mapping the Standard to GIC:

The borders that define and outline nations on a map also can be used as tool for understanding the people and cultures within a nation.  Information in GIC is presented in a variety of formats including a map-based Country Finder browse.  The visual component of GIC allows students to better understand why there is tension between India and Pakistan (country pages), water issues in Africa (Water Rights issue page), and the shrinking rainforests of South America (Deforestation issue page).  Teachers can use the stunning visuals to drive home a point about environmental policy, conflict regions, and the plight of refugee’s.

Appropriate for grades 6-12

Colorado Model Content Standards – Reading & Writing

STANDARD 4 - Students apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. In order to meet these standard, students will make predictions, analyze, draw conclusions, and discriminate between fact and opinion in writing, reading, speaking, listening, and viewing.
Related GIC Issue Portals:

Child Labor

Literacy

Censorship
Mapping the Standard to GIC:

Simply reading about an issue, country, or conflict is never enough.  To truly understand many of the events that take place, across the globe, students need to be able to interact with them and communicate their thoughts about them.  GIC is packed with podcasts, primary sources, and articles from news agencies around the world.  Students can get the perspective on issues from voices around the world. A teacher may assign students to compare and contrast child labor in China to child labor in Indonesia (Child Labor issue portal).  Students are no longer relegated to the western world’s point of view.  Students critical thinking skills are sure to be strengthened by examining the diverse viewpoints offered in GIC.  Additionally, GIC spotlights opportunities for students to take action on issues that inspire them through links provided in the database to organizations around the world.
Appropriate for grades K-12

Colorado Model Content Standards – Economics

STANDARD 3:  Students understand the results of trade, exchange, and interdependence among individuals, households, businesses, governments, and societies. 

Related GIC Issue Portals:
Globalization

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)


World Bank
NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement)
Trade Protectionism
 Mapping the Standard to GIC:

The exchange of goods and services is critical to the well being and livelihoods of people no matter where they live.  No one society can efficiently produce all the goods and services to fulfill their wants and needs, yet trade is not always easy.  GIC makes the political, social, and environmental issues in the global economy clear, with a issue pages on globalization, the OECD, and the World Bank.   Students will be able to answer which countries have economic sanctions imposed on them and why? How do free trade agreements work? And how do societies decide what to produce? Teachers will find it easy to get the national economic data needed to construct informed lessons, and challenge students to make connections between local trends and global economic events. 

Appropriate for grades 9-12

