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Michigan Department of Education Content Expectation Standards

 Global Issues in Context Sample Correlations

High School Connections
Michigan High School Grade Level Content Expectation – U.S. History & Geography

Standard 6.1.3 Urbanization – Analyze the changing urban and rural landscape by examining resulting tensions among and within groups

P21 Outcome: Learning and Innovation Skills – Critical Thinking & Problem Solving

Framing, analyzing and synthesizing information in order to solve problems and answer questions

Skill Set Addressed: Disciplined inquiry, analysis, and argumentation
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How Global Issues in Context Supports the Standard:
Urbanization brings people closer to vital resources, but it is often the root of congestion, crime, and pollution. The decisions countries make about how to address these issues can provide great insight into their values, resources, and practices. Using Global Issues in Context, students have the ability to examine a range of issues from the impact of urbanization on the family to congestion charges (fees for traveling certain traffic-packed streets) in London. Do the solutions some countries have developed to deal with the problems of urban living negate the cost and social impact associated with them? Teachers can craft assignments that allow students to analyze and debate the causes and effects of each policy.

Michigan High School Grade Level Content Expectation – Economics

Standard 1.2.2   Price in the Market – Analyze how prices send signals and provide incentives to buyers and sellers in a competitive market.

P21 Outcome: 21st Century Theme - Financial, economic, business and entrepreneurial literacy

Understanding the role of the economy in society

Skill Set Addressed: Economic Literacy & Critical Thinking

How Global Issues in Context Supports the Standard:

Prices mean more than what appears on the cash register at checkout.  They can be important signals to consumers and businesses about conditions in the economy, environment, and international relations. Using Global Issues in Context, students can explore the economic underpinnings of food prices by examining the Food Security issue page and comparing information on food subsidy programs found on the country pages for the U.S. and Bangladesh. What is the “real” cost of an apple in each country? Does the U.S. government’s decision to subsidize food production explain why there is an abundance of food in the U.S. and so little in Bangladesh?


Michigan High School Grade Level Content Expectation – World History & Geography

Standard 6.1.1 Global Revolutions – Analyze the causes and global consequences of major political and industrial revolutions focusing on changes in relative political and military power, economic production, and commerce.

P21 Outcome: 21st Century Theme – Civic Literacy

Understanding the local and global implications of civic decisions

Skill Set Addressed: Critical Thinking

How Global Issues in Context Supports the Standard:

The actions of one nation can affect the safety and well-being of people in countries around the globe. Global Issues in Context provides an understanding of just how interconnected we are. Using the database, students can explore topics such as the North Korea nuclear weapons program and its significance to the U.S. and how interactions between Palestine and Israel can affect the price we pay for goods and services here. Teachers can use Global Issues in Context to educate students about current U.S. foreign affairs, have students take stances on issues, and draw conclusions about future policy changes. 

Michigan High School Grade Level Content Expectation – Earth Science

Standard E2.4A Describe the renewable and nonrenewable sources of energy for human consumption, compare their effects on the environment, and include overall costs and benefits.

P21 Outcome: Learning and Innovation Skills – Creativity and Innovation

Acting on creative ideas to make a tangible and useful contribution to the domain in which the innovation occurs
Skill Set Addressed: Environmental Awareness


How Global Issues in Context Supports the Standard:

The energy sources of the future are the political and economic issues of today, and control over these resources is a concern of every nation.  Global Issues in Context not only addresses current trends in renewable energy but the issues political and environmental issues associated with them. The database includes issue portals on Biofuel Impact on Food Prices and World Hunger, Nuclear Energy, and Sustainability.

Michigan High School Grade Level Content Expectation – Civics

Standard 1.2.1 Identify, distinguish among, and provide examples of different forms of governmental structures including: anarchy, monarchy, military junta, aristocracy, democracy, authoritarian, constitutional republic, fascist, communist, socialist, and theocratic states. 

P21 Outcomes: Information, Media, and Technology Skills – Information Literacy

Accessing information efficiently and effectively, evaluating information critically and competently and using information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand

Skill Set Addressed: Information Literacy


How Global Issues in Context Supports the Standard:

A component of understanding the peoples of the world is learning about their governments. Students can use the country portals in Global Issues in Context and the available resources within -- including podcasts, news reports, and video -- to examine the Communist structures in China, Cuba and North Korea through the lives of the people who live there. Teachers may assign tasks having students compare various statistical measures of quality of life (e.g. literacy rate, life expectancy, educational attainment) under various regimes and draw conclusions about why certain trends prevail. Global Issues in Context makes it easy to understand the complexity behind these and other governmental structures.
Middle School Connections
Michigan 7th Grade Level Content Expectation – Social Studies

Standard 7 – G2.2.2   Explain that communities are affected positively or negatively by changes in technology

P21 Outcome: Learning and Innovation Skills – Critical Thinking & Problem Solving

Framing, analyzing and synthesizing information in order to solve problems and answer questions

How Global Issues in Context Supports the Standard:
The effects of technology, both politically and environmentally, touch people around the globe. For example, automobiles that burn fossil fuels in the U.S. affect the climate in other parts of the world. China’s rapid industrialization has allowed for the mass production of goods at relatively low costs. Teachers can have students select a region that has undergone technological change and have their students weigh the costs and benefits of the change. Was the shift in technology worth the cost that change imposed? Students can use Global Issues in Context to help explain and facilitate discussion around topics such as how emerging technology and scientific advancements are leading to the switch from coal to nuclear power. 

Michigan 8th Grade Level Content Expectation – Social Studies

Standard 8 – U6.2.1 United States History Investigation Topic and Issue Analysis, Past and Present – Use historical perspectives to analyze issues in the United States from the past and the present; conduct research on a historical issue or topic, identify a connection to a contemporary issue, and present findings (e.g., oral, visual, video, or electronic presentation, persuasive essay, or research paper); include causes and consequences of the historical action and predict possible consequences of the contemporary action. 

P21 Outcome: 21st Century Theme – Civic Literacy

Understanding the local and global implications of civic decisions

How Global Issues in Context Supports the Standard:
A typical capstone assignment for middle school students is the historical topic investigation and issue report. Students often gather background information on an issue and relate that information to a current situation.  Take for example the question of individual liberties and freedoms vs. national security. Global Issues in Context allows students to analyze the balance between security and liberty, with particular focus on the influence of significant national security events like 9/11. Teachers can also challenge students to think beyond the U.S. and examine how this balance is struck in other nations. Do religious or economic interests play a role in determining the balance? Why do restrictions on personal freedom seem to work in some societies and fail in others? 
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