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A s Phyllis Lyon and Del Martin founded the first U.S. lesbian rights organization,
m...wmm.m.....m;.m T the Daughters of Bilitis (DOB), in San Francisco in 1955 as a secret sorority. They
T did so at a time when “gay rights” was a contradiction in terms: gay men and
women risked personal safety and their jobs if they dared to live openly. “We were
fighting the church, the couch, and the courts,” Martin remembered years later.
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As outspoken organizers, the couple - the first to be married by Mayor Gavin

e Newsom in 2004 as a challenge to California law prohibiting same-sex marriage
e e s Ao o s e —was also instrumental in forming related social movements, including the
o contemporary women’s rights movement. Lyon and Martin helped bring issues
of violence against women and within families into public view and challenged
censorship at local, state and national levels.
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s Phyllis Lyon, Del Martin and the Daughters of Bilitis supports a variety of
academic disciplines, from political history to journalism to gender studies.
This comprehensive selection of primary source materials makes for a wealth

of social history that scholars won't find anywhere else.
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Phyllis Lyon, Del Martin and
the Daughters of Bilitis

This collection documents the joint and individual
work lives of life-partners Phyllis Lyon and Del
Martin, from the homophile movement of the
1950s to the 1980s. This collection is strongest

in materials connected to Lyon and Martin’s
involvement with the Daughters of Bilitis, and for
material from the 1960s and 1970s, particularly
related to homophile and gay liberation
organizations, lesbian mothers and violence against
women. The archive includes correspondence,
manuscripts and manuscript drafts, organizational
papers including minutes, constitutions, flyers and
financial documents.

Daughters of Bilitis National
Organization, 1956-1984

This series contains material documenting the
activities of the DOB’s national governing board
and general assembly, including the biennial
National Convention of DOB, administration of
the Blanche M. Baker Memorial Scholarship to
assist women with their educational costs, research
projects and papers including questionnaires sent
to The Ladder subscribers, materials collected on
the history of the DOB, membership and financial
records, the DOB Book Service, The Ladder
magazine and Sisters magazine.

Daughters of Bilitis (San Francisco
Chapter), 1955-1979

This series includes documents related to the
founding of the Daughters of Bilitis (DOB), and the
administration, activities and membership of the
San Francisco Chapter including its interactions
with the National Chapter. Materials include the
original constitution, bylaws, correspondence, legal
documents, membership records, financial reports,
newsletters, flyers, clippings and other materials.

Gale Digital Collections

Where history lives online
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T™ THE DAUGHTERS OF HILITIS
Governding Board of Dlrectors
Chapter Presidenta

Do you know whit it's like to b imors=d?

in the minutes of the Junsé Conventlion businass mesting of DUD tnerse is nowhare
to te foond any mentiom of & report from TRE LADDER - 2 report whish gnoold be
of vital concern to the grganization ay & whole, There i3 no mention of the
s:F;:G!T.'.C-:'.! made s t5 the futors P-C'l'.t':r‘ af the ‘Ll.h’l'l'.lﬂ! ar the !'!!'_@-I'L!.OF af
the pregent editor to be affective Janwary 1, 1583. Hor have any steps been
taken to date to determine the foture of the magazine, 1ts polioy or 1ts =dia
torial staff.

"Haybe 1f we ignore i, [t will go eway.®
and ghe hay 3o declared her intemtion.
sponas of some £ 130 membarg of D0OHT His the magacing loat its l=sportance to
the organization? Has it beccme so imeffective a wehiole of communication and
publie relations for DOE that it is to be dropped? Is the voloe of the homo-
phlle press to be laft sntlraly to the sassulins orissted publicationa? Ia
there to be no feminine viswpoint? And what of the subsoribers who mave pald
in advanos for THE LADDER zaod om those

The editor. yes.
But the -'J-‘I:i.n‘l. kool
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"It is the established pelimy of the Civil Sercies Dmisﬂm that
himsacomls are ot sultable fer appoinkeest to or relantios in
positions in the Fedornl services" (From letter by Glvil Jervice
CGommd aadoe Chalvean, Johm W. Masy, Jr., Sept. 1962 polioy
confirmed in letter of Hay, 1%65)s
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