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Encyclopedia of India

ILLUMINATING INDIA: 
ANTIQUITY THROUGH THE 
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

Home to a fifth of the world’s 
population and the largest democracy in 
the world, India holds a prominent place in 
current events. It remains misunderstood 
in many ways by students, professionals 
and others who seek a single, authoritative 
source for information on this important 
nation. The Encyclopedia of India meets 
this need, encompassing the history, 
cultures, geography and religions of India 
from ancient times to the present day. As 
India’s role in global politics and economics 
continues to grow, readers will find the 
historical and cultural information contained 
within this work an indispensable tool to 
gaining a greater appreciation of India and 
its place in our modern world.

A WELCOMING COLLECTION OF 
MULTIDISCIPLINARY SCHOLARSHIP

Across the four volumes of the 
Encyclopedia of India, readers are invited 
to explore India in a comprehensive 
reference work of nearly 600 alphabetically 
arranged, illustrated articles. Addressing 
important topics in such areas as history, 
political science, religion, geography, 
economics, military development, science, 
the arts and literature, the Encyclopedia 
is an invaluable collection of specifically 
commisioned, authoritative articles 
supporting both curriculum and research 
in a range of disciplines. Enhancing users’ 
overall understanding of the topics under 
discussion are:

■	 Approximately 400 embedded 
illustrations and maps, as well as an 
a-page color insert in each volume, 
illuminating and clarifying the text

■	 Highlighted definitions of key terms and 
figures from ancient times to the present 
day, helping to solidify understanding

■	 Extensive cross-references and 
bibliographies for further reading with 
each entry, allowing users to make 
topical and thematic connections

■	 Annotated bibliography, primary source 
documents, glossary, and comprehensive 
subject index, enriching the users’ 
understanding of the breadth of 
concepts, topics, and themes found in 
the set

“This very useful 
educational resource 
will enhance readers’ 
knowledge of the great 
civilization of India. It is 
an excellent addition to 
the growing literature on 
the subject. Summing Up: 
Highly recommended. All 
libraries; all levels.”

— Choice, July 2006



COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE OF 
ONE OF OUR LARGEST GLOBAL 
NEIGHBORS

The Encyclopedia of India provides the 
geographical, political and historical 
context needed to understand India’s role 
in today’s world events. Edited
by UCLA professor emeritus Stanley 
Wolpert, the impressive knowledge of 
nearly 300 contributors from around 
the world is presented in an expert and 
accessible manner. The global perspective 
provided by this international pool of 
contributors is threaded through a breadth 
of disciplines and topics, such as:

■	 Agricultural Growth and Diversification 

■	 Armed Forces

■	 Buddhism in Ancient India

■	 Caste System

■	 China, Relations with

■	 Christian Impact on India, History of

■	 Cinema

■	 Deccani Painting

■	 Demographic Trends since 1757

■	 Early Maritime Contacts

■	 Ethinic Conflict

■	 Famines

■	 Federalism and Center-State Relations

■	 Fiscal System and Policy

■	 Gandhi, Mahatma M.K.

■	 Globalizations

■	 Hinduism

■	 History

■	 Indus Valley Civilization

■	 Industrial Growth and Diversification

■	 Islam

■	 Jain Scultures

■	 Judicial System

■	 Languages and Scripts

■	 Later Mughal Paintings

■	 Maritime Commerce

■	 Media

■	 Modern Contemporary Painting

■	 Monuments: Mughal

■	 Muslims

■	 Nehru, Jawaharial

■	 Nuclear Programs and Policies

■	 Pakistan and India

■	 Paper-making

■	 Patel, Sardar Vallabhbhai

■	 Poverty and Inequality

■	 Rural Credit, Evolution of since 1952 

■	 Sikhism

■	 Taxation Policy

■	 Temple types/styles of India

■	 Tibetan Buddists of India

■	 United States, Relations with

■	 Urbanism

■	 Women’s Education
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