FIVE STAR, an imprint of Gale, part of Cengage Learning--General Submission Guidelines
Manuscript Guidelines:
Five Star will consider manuscripts from 65,000 to 120,000 words in length. Manuscripts above or below this word count may be acceptable, but only for an exceptional submission. All material must be the author’s own original work, and material that has been previously published in any form (including electronic) will not be considered. We do not accept: Nonfiction, Westerns (please see notes below on other sub-genre categories), Poetry, Memoirs, Autobiographies, Short Story Collections, or Children’s and Young Adult literature.
ROMANCE: We will consider any subgenre of romance, including, but not limited to: Historical (set before 1900), Romantic Suspense, Contemporary, Inspirational, Sweet, Romantic Comedy, Time Travel, Fantasy, Multi-Cultural, Gothic, Regency (1811-1820), Western Romance, Paranormal, etc. We will also consider genres such as Tart Noir and Chick Lit. Stories based on actual events, locations, etc. must be well researched. List the subgenre in your query email.
Content Note: Material can vary from explicit to chaste to inspirational; however, gratuitous sex and graphic scenes are not acceptable.  Portray the relationships honestly and directly—sexual tension is an important element in sensual stories and all stories must have a believable plot.  Secondary characters and subplots are welcome but must blend with the core story.  Innovative new directions in storytelling and fresh approaches are a must.  Above all, we want a sophisticated, compelling plot with fully developed characters that heighten the drama to create an emotionally genuine story.

WOMEN’S FICTION: We are accepting quality women’s fiction with a focus on women’s issues or life experiences and values that feature strong, self-sufficient, interesting women—a literary voice and a unique story that may include a romantic theme. The manuscript should have a broad appeal to mainstream readers. Please list the subgenre in your query email.
MYSTERY: We will consider any subgenre of mystery including Cozy, Hard-boiled/Private eye, Traditional, Psychological, Crime, Police procedurals, Suspense, Thriller, Historical, Humorous, Medical Thriller, etc. Please list the subgenre in your query email.
How to Submit:

Our Five Star title submission is overseen by Tekno Books. All queries should be directed via email to (PLEASE NOTE THE CATEGORIES): 
For previously published Five Star authors and authors who have an agent, please submit your queries directly to:

Rosalind Greenberg, Acquisitions Editor
Tekno Books
tekno@new.rr.com
For non-previously published Five Star authors and authors without an agent, please submit your queries directly to:

Deni Dietz, Associate Editor

Tekno Books

AssociateEditorTekno@shaw.ca
Please send a query email letter requesting the Five Star submission guidelines. 
*Remember to include your name, address, and genre guideline (Mystery or Expressions) you would like to receive.  
*Rosalind Greenberg or Deni Dietz will send you all the information and forms that you will need to submit your manuscript properly. 
*Please be aware that the volume of submissions we receive is enormous. Because of this, we do not accept simultaneous submissions, hardcopy submissions, or partial manuscripts, but we will respond to you as quickly as possible. 

