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Chapter 1: Historical Background on
the Twenty-sixth Amendment

Lowering the Voting Age Was Not a New Idea
Thomas H. Neale

A government report describes the early history of the
movement for the eighteen-year-old vote, which began
during World War II.

Young People Are Mobilizing to Demand
the Vote
Susan H. Carter
A news story reports on a nationwide student move-

ment, LUV (Let Us Vote), that is working to lower the
voting age.

Teen Voting Would Accelerate Undesirable Changes
in the Democratic Process
William G. Carleton

A professor of political science argues that it is surprising
that so many leaders favor lowering the voting age, that
the reasons offered for doing so are not valid, and that it
would encourage the trend toward a democracy manipu-
lated by the mass media.

The Time Has Come to Let Young People Vote
Edward M. Kennedy

Senator Edward Kennedy argues that because young
people are more mature than in the past they should be
allowed to vote at an earlier age and that Congress has
the power to lower the voting age.
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A Constitutional Amendment May Not
Be Needed to Lower the Voting Age
Fred P. Graham

A reporter discusses the movement in Congress to lower
the voting age simply by passing a law, rather than by
proposing a constitutional amendment.

Changing the Voting Age Will Require
a Constitutional Amendment
Richard Nixon

President Richard Nixon argues that a provision allowing
Americans between the ages of eighteen and twenty-one
to vote should not be added to the Voting Rights Act be-
cause the Constitution does not give Congress the power
to set the voting age so it will be struck down by the
courts.

Chapter 2: Constitutional Implications
of the New Law

The Voting Rights Act Passed by Congress
Is Valid Only for National Elections
Hugo Black

The Supreme Court rules in Oregon v. Mitchell that Con-
gress has the authority to permit eighteen-year-olds to
vote in national elections, but it cannot set the qualifica-
tions for voting in state and local elections.

Congress Can Set a Minimum Voting Age
Under the Equal Protection Clause
William O. Douglas

Justice Douglas argues that in his opinion Congress had
an adequate basis for concluding that eighteen-year-olds
are mature enough to vote and that for a state to deprive
them of the franchise would be a denial of equal protec-
tion under the Fourteenth Amendment.

Congress Is Not Authorized to Set a
Minimum Voting Age
John Marshall Harlan

Justice Harlan argues that no provision of the Constitu-
tion authorizes Congress to set voter qualifications in na-
tional, state, or local elections.
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No Legitimate Reason Exists for States
Not to Allow Voting at Age Eighteen
William J. Brennan

Justice Brennan argues that there was ample evidence to
support Congress’s conclusion that because the exclusion
of citizens eighteen to twenty-one years of age from the
franchise is unnecessary to promote any legitimate inter-
est the states may have, it would violate the Equal Pro-
tection Clause.

Only a Constitutional Amendment Can Override
the States’ Right to Set Their Voting Ages

Potter Stewart

Justice Stewart argues that since constitutional amend-
ments were required to extend the vote to blacks and to
women, an amendment is also needed to extend it to
citizens between the ages of eighteen and twenty-one.

Chapter 3: Amendment XXVI
and Its Consequences

Teens Have Mixed Feelings About Gaining
the Vote
Mary Lou Loper

A reporter asks teens how they feel about being able to
vote in federal elections, finding that some are angry be-
cause they cannot also vote in state and local elections
but that others are not especially interested in voting.

The States Are Being Extorted into Ratifying
the Twenty-sixth Amendment
James ]. Kilpatrick

A well-known conservative columnist argues that the
states are being extorted into ratifying the Twenty-sixth
Amendment by the threat of having to maintain separate
registration records for federal and state elections.
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The Majority of Americans Favor

the Twenty-sixth Amendment
George Gallup
A Gallup poll conducted during the ratification of the
Twenty-sixth Amendment shows that six out of ten
Americans favor lowering the voting age to eighteen, al-
though the margin is narrower among some demographic
groups.

The Effect of Young Voters on Politics

Is Unpredictable
David S. Broder

A few days after ratification of the Twenty-sixth Amend-
ment, a reporter discusses what analysts are saying about
the impact the youth vote may have on American poli-
tics.

When the Youth Vote Was Young: Student
Voters Had More Impact on Local Elections
than on National Elections

Clyde Brown and Gayle K. Pluta Brown

A professor of political science discusses the youth vote
in Towa during the first election following adoption of
the Twenty-sixth Amendment, noting that it had a greater
impact on the 1971 local elections than on the 1972 na-
tional election.

Chapter 4: The Youth Vote
in Contemporary America

Many State Laws Make It Difficult for College
Students to Vote

Adam Doster

In some places student voting has been discouraged
through unfair registration laws, distribution of misin-
formation, red tape, and long lines to vote. But students
are beginning to fight back in court and to lobby for re-
form.
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Students Can Vote in Their College Towns
If They Meet Residency Requirements
Greg Abbott

The attorney general of Texas explains the ruling in Symm
v. United States (1979), which is the only Supreme Court
case ever decided on the basis of the Twenty-sixth
Amendment. In this case the Court affirmed a lower
court’s decision summarily without issuing an opinion.

The Right of Students to Vote in Their
College Towns Is Often Misinterpreted
Michael I. Krauss

A law professor argues that some students have been en-
couraged to vote at their college address in cases where it
is illegal or unethical and that they may face future con-
sequences if they do so.

Students Are Sometimes Given Inaccurate
Information About Voter Registration
Elizabeth Redden
Prior to the 2008 presidential election, a county in Vir-
ginia issued incorrect information about the conse-
quences for students if they registered to vote away from

their home state. Opponents accused the county of try-
ing to discourage student voting.

The Twenty-sixth Amendment Should
Be Repealed
Timothy Furnish

A history professor argues that it was a mistake to give
the vote to eighteen- and nineteen-year-olds because they
are too ignorant about facts and issues of which voters
should be aware.

The Voting Age Should Be Lowered to Sixteen

National Youth Rights Association

In an official statement of its policy, the National Youth
Rights Association (NYRA) offers ten reasons why six-
teen would be a better minimum voting age than eigh-
teen.
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Sixteen-Year-Olds Should Become
Politically Active to Gain the Vote
Ralph Nader

Activist Ralph Nader argues that sixteen-year-olds are
likely to be more excited about politics than eighteen-
year-olds and should be given the right to vote but that a
teenage political revolution is needed to make that hap-
pen.
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