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NOTE TO RESEARCHER

Researchers citing materials in this edition of the Papers of Wilhelm Sollmann, 1901-1991 should use the following format:


Papers of Wilhelm Sollmann, 1901-1991, Swarthmore College Peace Collection, 
Scholarly Resources microfilm edition.

Quotations for publication or further reproduction of materials contained within the Scholarly Resources edition of the Papers of Wilhelm Sollmann, 1901-1991, except for the purposes of scholarly criticism or comment as specified in Title 17, U.S. Code, require specific permission from copyright owners and the Swarthmore College Peace Collection. 

Document Group: DG 045

Provenance: Donated by Kate Sollmann, Elfriede Sollmann, and Hertha Kraus,

1951, 1998

Size: 7 linear feet (2.2 meters)

Microfilm: 13 reels

Restrictions: None

INTRODUCTION TO THE COLLECTION

History

Friedrich Wilhelm Sollmann (1881-1951), German labor leader, journalist, and Reichminister, was born in Coburg, Germany. Exiled from Germany in 1933, he sought refuge in the United States and eventually became an American citizen, adopting 
William F. Sollmann as his preferred form of address.

Sollmann, who is credited with cofounding the University of Cologne in 1919, became editor-in-chief of the Rheinische Zeitung that same year and held this post until 1933. In 1919 he was a member of the German delegation to the Versailles Peace Treaty conference, and he served as a representative to the Constitutional National Assembly at Weimar. In 1920, Sollmann was elected to the first of his eight terms in the Reichstag, where he became a prominent member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. Sollmann was also the Secretary of the Interior in two cabinets under Chancellor Gustav Stresemann.

Attacked and nearly beaten to death by Nazi storm troopers in 1933, Sollmann, became a German exile and took up the editorship of the Deutsche Freiheit, a daily paper of the Saar territory. That same year he immigrated to the United States, eventually becoming an associate staff member of Pendle Hill, a Quaker study center in Wallingford, Pennsylvania. His views on then-current world tension showed his deep confidence that the only solution would be conciliation and mutual adjustments by the nations concerned. His final advice was:

Maintain an equilibrium, however precarious, for 50, if necessary for 100 years. The deep changes which are required in society today cannot be hurriedly accomplished. Insist that high officials of the opposing governments and responsible persons of wide influence from both sides confer constantly in private, outside the orbit of the newspapers. Negotiate, negotiate, negotiate.

Sollmann’s career as a lecturer and adviser on Germany and international affairs commenced in 1937 and continued until the time of his death.

Scope and Content

The Wilhelm Sollmann Papers include biographical material, writings, and correspondence. The biographical material gives information about his life in Germany and afterward in the United States. Tributes and memorials are also included in this collection. Sollmann was a prolific writer, and many of his speeches, essays, pamphlets, and newspaper articles are found here. A large portion of this collection consists of Sollmann’s correspondence with prominent men and women of Germany and other parts of the world. There are also numerous letters with fellow exiles who wrote of political, financial, and marital difficulties resulting from the Nazi regime.

After the death of his daughter, Elfriede Sollmann, additional material was deposited in the Swarthmore College Peace Collection. This accession included biographical material on William Sollmann and a large number of family letters. The letters, mostly written by Sollmann to his daughter, reveal personal information about the family in Germany, their adjustment to life in the United States, family relationships, and Sollmann’s thoughts about his work in the 1930s and 1940s. There is also a small amount of biographical information on Elfriede. Several photographs were included in this accession.

Arrangement

The Sollmann Papers were deposited in the SCPC in two sections. The first, and largest, part of the collection arrived in 1951 soon after Wilhelm Sollmann’s death. This material was organized into biographical papers, correspondence, printed writings, typescripts, and publicity about Sollmann’s work. All items are arranged chronologically within each category.

The second accession arrived in 1998 and came from the estate of Elfriede Sollmann. This material also was organized into similar categories consisting of biographical papers, writings, correspondence, and documents pertaining to Elfriede. Again, all items are arranged chronologically within each section.

The 1951 accession was microfilmed by the SCPC long before receipt of the materials was donated by Elfriede Sollmann. Thus, there was no attempt to integrate the later accession with the earlier one. The later gift was placed in a separate box. Researchers should note that Box 9, “Lecture Engagements, Correspondence, 1938-1951,” was filmed out of order and comprises the last reel (No. 13) of microfilm. 

Photographs, which were removed to the SCPC Photograph Collection, and memorabilia were not microfilmed. Also, Boxes 18 and 19 containing papers from Elfriede Sollmann were not filmed..

For further information about the documents and material in this collection that were not microfilmed, please contact the staff of the Swarthmore College Peace Collection at 610-328-8557
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